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EDUCATION: 
 

Ph.D. University of California, Berkeley, 1978 
 

B.A. Harvard College, 1969, cum laude 
 
POSITIONS: 
 
 Lillian Chavenson Saden Professor Emeritus of Sociology, Yale University, 2024- 

 
Lillian Chavenson Saden Professor of Sociology, Yale University, 2004 – 2024. 

 
 Professor, Yale University, 2001- 2004 

 
Professor Emeritus, University of California, Los Angeles, 2001- 

 
Professor, University of California, Los Angeles, 1981- 2001 

 
Assistant Professor, University of California, Los Angeles, 1976 - 1981 

 
Lecturer, University of California, Berkeley, 1974 - 1976 

 
VISITING APPOINTMENTS: 
 
 Fellow, Fudan Institute of Advanced Studies, Winter 2015 
 

Pitt Professor of American History and Institution, University of Cambridge, 2012-13 
 
        Kluge Fellow, Library of Congress, Spring 2009  
 
          Senior Research Professor, Goldsmiths College, University of London, 2007-2008. 
 
          Visiting Fellow, Goldsmiths College, University of London, 2005. 
 

Visiting Fellow, Centre for the Study of Global Governance, The London School of      
Economics, 2005. 
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Permanent Guest Professor, Konstanz University, 2004-2017 
 

Fellow, Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford, 1998-1999 
 
Fellow, Swedish Collegium for Advanced Study in the Social Sciences, Sweden, 1992, 
1996 

 
Fellow, School of Social Science, Institute for Advanced Studies, Princeton, New Jersey, 
1985-1986 

 
Visiting Professor: Nankai University (1989), Hebrew University (1993), University of 
Bordeaux (1994), Ecole des Hautes Etudes des Sciences Politiques (1993), Ecole des 
Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (1994, 2001), Konstanz University (2002) 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Authored Books 
 
Frontlash/Backlash. Polity Press. 2025. 
 
Civil Repair. Polity Press, 2024. 
 
What Makes a Social Crisis? The Societalization of Social Problems, Polity Press, 2019. 
 
 Chinese translation: Jiangsu People’s Publishing House, 2022. 
 
The Drama of Social Life, Polity Press, 2017. 
  
 Chinese translation: Jiangsu People’s Publishing House, 2022. 
 
Obama Power (with Bernadette Jaworsky), Polity Press, 2014. 
 
The Dark Side of Modernity, Polity Press, 2013. 
 
 Turkish translation: Altin Bilek Publishing House, Istanbul. Forthcoming 

Chinese translation: The Commercial Press, Beijing, China. Translated by Chunwen 
Xiong; Proofread by Rui Gao. 2021. 

 
Trauma: A Social Theory, Polity Press, 2012. 
 
 Chinese translation: Nanjing University Press, 2016. 
 
 Farsi translation, "Bashgah Adabiiat" (digital literature club) 2023. 
 
Performative Revolution in Egypt: An Essay in Cultural Power. Bloomsbury Academic, 2011. 
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 Abridged: “Performative Revolution in Egypt: An essay in Cultural Power,” in  
Taking the Square: Mediated Dissent and Occupations of Public Space, Edited by Maria 
Rovisco and Jonathan Corpus Ong, Rowman and Littlefield, 2016. 

 
Performance and Power, Polity Press, 2011. 
 
 Portuguese translation: Persona Books, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, forthcoming.  

Spanish translation: Publicacione y Fomento de la Investigacion, Madrid, Spain, 
forthcoming. 
 

The Performance of Politics: Obama’s Victory and the Democratic Struggle for Power. Oxford 
University Press, 2010. 
 
A Contemporary Introduction to Sociology: Culture and Society in Transition (with Kenneth 
Thompson). Paradigm Publishers, 2008. 
 
 Second Edition, with Kenneth Thompson and Laura Edles, Routledge, 2011 

Third Edition, with Kenneth Thompson, Laura Edles and Moshoula Capous-Desyllas, 
Routledge, April 2017 

 
The Civil Sphere. Oxford University Press, 2006. 
 

Mary Douglas Best Book Prize. American Sociological Association, Culture Section, 
2008. 
Professional and Scholarly Publishing Award for Excellence in Sociology and Social 
Work, Association of American Publishers, 2006. 
 
Spanish Translation: La Esfera Civil, Centro de Investigaciones Sociologicas, 2018 
Norwegian translation: Cappelen Damm, 2015. 
Greek translation: Ellinika Grammata of Athens, 2015. 

  
Cultural Trauma and Collective Identity (with Eyerman, Giesen, Smelser, and Sztompka). 
University of California Press, 2004. 
 
 Greek Translation: Epikentro, forthcoming 2019 
 
The Meanings of Social Life: A Cultural Sociology. Oxford University Press, 2003.  
 

German Translation: “The Strong Program in cultural sociology. Elements of a structural 
hermeneutics the meanings of social life,” (Chapter 1, with Philip Smith) in Adolf, 
Marian, Handbuch der Kultursoziologie, NOMOS, 2016. 
Arabic translation: ACADEMIA of Beirut, forthcoming. 
Korean translation: Sahoejeok Samui Uimi: Munwha Sahoehak, translated by Sunwoong    
Park. Seoul:Hanul, 2007 
Chinese translation: Wu-Nan Book Inc. 2008 
Italian translation (partial): La Costruzione del Male: Dall’Olocausto all’ 11 settembre.  
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Il Mulino, 2006. 
 
Neofunctionalism and After. Basil Blackwell. 1998. 
 

Chinese translation: Yilin Press, 2003. 
 

Fin-de-Siècle Social Theory: Relativism, Reduction and the Problem of Reason. Verso, 1995. 
 

Chinese translation (Taiwan): 2003. (www.wewn.cc) 
 
Structure and Meaning: Relinking Classical Sociology. Columbia University Press, 1989. 
 
Action and Its Environments: Towards a New Synthesis. Columbia University Press, 1988. 
 
Twenty Lectures: Sociological Theory Since World War Two. Columbia University Press, 
Hutchinson, 1987. 
 

Japanese Translation: Minerva Shobo, forthcoming. 
Chinese Translation: (PRC) 1999. 
Hungarian translation: Szociológiaelmélet A II. Világháború Után. Balassi Kiadó, 1996. 
Korean translation: Hyondae Sahoe Iron ui Hurum. Minyongsa, 1993. 
Spanish translation: Las Teorias Sociologicas Desdi la Segunda Guerra Mundial Analisis 

Multidimensional. Gedisa, 1989. 
 
Theoretical Logic in Sociology. University of California Press and Routledge Kegan Paul, 
1982-83:  
 
 Vol. I:      Positivism, Presuppositions, and Current Controversies 
 Vol. II:     The Antinomies of Classical Thought. Marx and Durkheim 
 Vol. III:    The Classical Attempt at Synthesis: Max Weber  
 Vol. IV:    The Modern Attempt at Synthesis: Talcott Parsons  
 

Japanese translation: Shahaigaku no Shiso, forthcoming. 
Chinese translation: The Commercial Press, 2008. 
 
All volumes reprinted by Routledge, 2014. 

 
Books in Translation: 
 
The Strong Program in Cultural Sociology (Farsi). Tehran: Moaser Press. 2023, 6 essays. 
 
Sociologia cultural: Teoria, performance, política (Cultural Sociology: Theory, Performance 
and Politics). A collection of 9 essays translated in Portuguese. Ateliê de Humanidades Editorial, 
2022. 
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Jeffrey C. Alexander: Interpreting the Social: Essays in Cultural Sociology (Tumačenje 
društvenog: ogledi iz kulturne sociologije). Prof. Ilija Vujačić, ed., Službeni Glasnik Publishing 
House, Belgrade, Serbia. Forthcoming. 
 
The Road to Cultural Sociology: introducing Jeffrey C. Alexander. Mats Trondman, Anna Lund 
and Jason Mast, eds., Sweden, Daidalos, 2011. 
 
Contemporary Sociological Theories (Polish translations of 17 Alexander essays) Nomos 
Publishers, 2011. 
 
Sociologia Cultural. Formas de clasificacion en las sorjedades complejas. Barcelona: Anthropos 
(2000). 
 
La Réduction: Critique de Bourdieu. Paris: le Cerf. (2000). 
 
Neofunctionalism and Civil Society. (Neo kino shugi to shimin shakai). Tokyo: 
Koseisha-Koseikaku Co., Ltd., 1996. 
 
Soziale Dfferenzierung und Kultureller Wandel Studien zur Neofunktionalistischen 
Gesellschafstheorie. Frankfort: Campus Verlag, 1993. 
 
Teoria Sociologia E Mutamento Sociales. Un Analisi Multidemensionale della Modernita. 
Rome: Franco Angeli, 1990. 
 
Edited Books/Journal Issues: 
 
Civic Action in the Civil Sphere (with Paul Lichterman, in preparation). 
 
Post-Transformation and the Civil Sphere in Central and Eastern Europe (with Bernadette 
Jaworsky and Susan Worschech), Palgrave forthcoming.    
 
The Indian Civil Sphere (with Suryakant Waghmore). Polity Press. 2025. 
 
The Civil Sphere in Canada (with Mervyn Horgan), University of British Columbia Press. 2025.  
 
“Special Issue: Civil Sphere Theory.” Cultural Sociology 17 (1) 2023. 
 
Populism in the Civil Sphere (with Peter Kivisto and Giuseppe Sciortino), Polity Press, 2021. 
 
“Special Issue: The Covid Crisis and Cultural Sociology: Alone Together.” American Journal of 
Cultural Sociology 8:3, November 2020 (with Philip Smith). 
 
The Courage for Civil Repair: Narrating the Righteous in International Migration (with Carlo 
Tognato and Bernadette Nadya Jaworsky), Palgrave Macmillan, 2020. 
 
The Nordic Civil Sphere (with Anna Lund and Andrea Voyer), Polity Press, 2020. 
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Breaching the Civil Order: Radicalism and the Civil Sphere (with Farhad Khosrokhavar and 
Trevor Stack), Cambridge University Press, 2019. 
 
The Civil Sphere in East Asia (with David Palmer, Agnes Ku and Sunwoong Park), Cambridge 
University Press, 2019. 
 
Politics of Meaning/Meaning of Politics: Cultural Sociology of the 2016 U.S. Presidential 
Election, (with Jason Mast), Palgrave, 2018. 
 
The Civil Sphere in Latin America (with Carlo Tognato), Cambridge University Press, 2018. 
 
“Special Issue: The 2016 US Election” (with Jason Mast). American Journal of Cultural 
Sociology 5 (3) 2017: 305-480. 
 
The Crisis of Journalism Reconsidered: Democratic Culture, Professional Codes, Digital Future 
(with Elizabeth Butler Breeze and Maria Luengo), Cambridge University Press, 2016. 
 
The Oxford Handbook of Cultural Sociology (With Philip Smith and Ronald Jacobs), Oxford 
University Press, 2012. 
 
Iconic Power: Materiality and Meaning in Social Life, (with Dominik Bartmanski and Bernhard 
Giesen), Palgrave Macmillan, 2012. 
 
Interpreting Clifford Geertz: Cultural Investigations in the Social Sciences (with Philip Smith 
and Matthew Norton), Palgrave Macmillan, 2011. 
 
Narrating Trauma: On the Impact of Collective Suffering (with Ron Eyerman and Elizabeth 
Breese), Paradigm Publishers, 2011. 
 
Remembering the Holocaust: A Debate, Oxford University Press, 2009. 
 
Meaning and Method: The Cultural Approach to Sociology (with Isaac Reed), Paradigm 
Publishers, 2008 
 
Culture, Society, and Democracy (with Isaac Reed). Paradigm Publishers, 2007. 
 
Social Performance: Symbolic Action, Cultural Pragmatics and Ritual (with Bernhard Giesen 
and Jason Mast). Cambridge University Press, 2006. 
 
The Cambridge Companion to Durkheim (with Philip Smith). Cambridge University Press, 2005. 
 
Self, Social Structure, and Beliefs: Explorations in Sociology (with Gary Marx and Christine 
Williams), University of California Press, 2004. 
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Mainstream and Critical Theory: Classical, Modern, and Contemporary Theoretical and 
Research Programs (8 volumes). Sage Publications, 2001. 
  
Symposium: New Directions in Critical Theory (with Kenneth Thompson and Roger Friedland), 
International Sociology, 2001. 
 
The New Social Theory: Contemporary Debates (with Steven Seidman). Routledge. 2001. 
(2nd edition 2007) 
 
State and Civil Society: Social Theory and Methodology (in Chinese, with Deng Zheng Lai), 
Beijing: Central Compilation and Translation Press. 2000. 
 
Demos/Ethnos. Special Issue of International Sociology (with Mabel Berezin) 1999. 

 
The Public Representation of Culture and History. Special Issue of American Behavioral 
Scientist, 42(6): 1999 (with Neil Smelser).  

 
Diversity and Its Discontents: Cultural Conflict and Common Ground in Contemporary 
American Society (with Neil Smelser), Princeton University, 1999. 
 
Real Civil Societies: Dilemmas of Institutionalization. Sage, 1998. 
 
The Classic Tradition in Sociological Theory (8 Volumes, with Raymond Boudon and M. 
Cherkaoui), Sage, 1997. 
 
Culture and Society: Contemporary Debates (with Steven Seidman). Cambridge University 
Press, 1990. 
 
           Romanian translation: Institutul European, 2001. 

Chinese translation: New Century. Beijing. 1998. 
 
Rethinking Progress: Movements. Forces and Ideas at the End of the Twentieth Century (with 
Piotr Sztompka). Unwin Hyman, 1990. 
 
Differentiation Theory and Social Change: Historical and Comparative Perspective (with Paul 
Colomy). Columbia University Press, 1990. 
 
Durkheimian Sociology. Cultural Studies. Cambridge University Press, 1988. 
 
         Chinese translation. Liaoning Education Press. 2001. 
 
The Micro-Macro Link (with Bernhard Giesen, Richard Munch and Neil Smelser). University of 
California Press, 1987. 

 
Spanish translation: El vínculo micro-macro. Universidad de Guadalajara Dirección de   
Publicaciones, 1994. 
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Japanese translation: Shinsensha, forthcoming. 

 
Neofunctionalism. Sage, 1985. 
 
Articles & Chapters in Edited volumes: 
 
“Social Theory between History and Systematics.” Timelines: Newsletter of the History of 
Sociology and Social Theory Section of the American Sociological Association. October 2025, 
Issue 33: 24-25.  
 
“What Sociology Is for Me.” Perspectives: Newsletter of the Theory Section of the American 
Sociological Association. 2025 (Spring): 13-15. 
 
“Introduction: The Doing and Undoing of Civil Repair.” In Alexander, Frontlash/Backlash. 
Polity, 2025, pp. 1-6. 
 
“The Re-Emergence of Anti-Semitism (2): Inverting ‘The Lessons of the Holocaust” Before, 
During, and after Gaza.” In Alexander, Frontlash/Backlash. Polity, 2025, pp. 122-132. 
 
“The Political Party between Democracy and Dictatorship.” Perfiles Latinoamericanos 33 (66) 
2025: 57-70. 
 
“Introduction: The Indian Civil Sphere between Vitality and Suppression.” In Alexander and 
Waghmore, eds., The Civil Sphere in India. Polity, 2025, pp. 1-35. 
 
Interview (in Chinese): “‘I expect new thinking from non-Western societies’: An Interview with 
Professor Jeffrey C. Alexander about Journalism, Cultural Sociology, and Social Theory” (by 
Zikun Liu, Songying Xu, and Yuanhang Zhu). Tsinghua Sociological Review 22 (2024): 259-
280. 
 
“Introduction: Civil Repair and Social Theory.” In Alexander, Civil Repair. Polity 2024, pp. 1-7. 
 
“My long friendship with Peter Beilharz, intellectual and otherwise ” Thesis Eleven 79 (1). 
 
“Office Obligation as Civil Virtue: The Crisis of American Democracy, November 3, 2020 – 
January 6, 2021, and After.” Society 60 (2023): 651-669. 
 
“The Return of Antisemitism? Waves of Societalization and What Conditions Them.” American 
Journal of Cultural Sociology. OnlineFirst: https://doi.org/10.1057/s41290-023-00184-7.  
 
“Presidential versus Civil Power: Public, Opinion, Second-Wave Feminism, and Party Politics in 
the USA” (with Willa Sachs). Cultural Sociology. OnlineFirst: 
https://doi.org/10.1177/17499755221130187.   
 

https://doi.org/10.1057/s41290-023-00184-7
https://doi.org/10.1177/17499755221130187
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“Jeffrey C. Alexander: Morality and the Civil Sphere” (Interview), pp. 47-52 in Anders 
Sevelsted & Jonas Toubøl, eds., The Power of Morality in Movements: Civic Engagement in 
Climate Justice, Human Rights, and Democracy, Springer: November 2022. 
 
“Civil Sphere and Transitions to Peace: Cultural Trauma and Civil Repair.” The International 
Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society 35 (1): 85-93. 2022. 
 
 Ukrainian translation. Sociology: Theory, Method, Marketing, vol. 3: 20-54. 
 
“Populism and Democracy: A Reply.” Book Symposium: Populism in the Civil Sphere (2020). 
ASA Sociology of Culture Newsletter, Winter/Spring 2022. 18-22. 
 
“To Be Truly Radical is to Make Hope Possible,” Perspectives, Newsletter of the ASA Theory 
Section, pp. 22-23, December 2021. 
 
“Trauma, solidarity, and division,” Yale News, The legacy of 9/11: Reflections on a global 
tragedy. September 9, 2021. https://news.yale.edu/2021/09/09/trauma-solidarity-and-division  
 
“In Memoriam: Bernard Giesen,” pp. 238-240 in Soziologie: Forum Der Deutschen Gesellschaft 
Fur Soziologie. Heft 2. 2021. 
 
Podcast: Panelist, “Learning by Comparing Global Protest Politics: BLM, Anti-CAA, Farm 
Protest,” IMPRI Impact and Policy Research Institute, New Delhi, and Indrastra Global, New 
York, organized an IMPRI #WebPolicyTalk - Panel Discussion. February 26, 2021. 
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6wiRCv9NzpmDwgKKcNZL3W?go=1&sp_cid=6a0bd0b3a7a
93564b22b76d8f9c260b6&utm_source=embed_player_p&utm_medium=desktop&nd=1 
 
Podcast: “The Cultural Sociology of Political Performance, Icons, and Social Media, with Prof. 
Jeffrey Alexander,” Social Media and Politics podcast, hosted by Michael Bossetta. #126. May 
16, 2021. https://socialmediaandpolitics.org/cultural-sociology-political-performance-social-
media-politics-jeffrey-alexander/  
 
“Preface,” The Dark Side of Modernity, Translated by Chunwen Xiong; Proofread by Rui Gao. 
The Commercial Press, Beijing, China. 2021. 
 
"The Prescience and Paradox of Erich Fromm," Thesis Eleven 165(1):3-9. 2021. 
 
"Recovering the Primitive in the Modern: The Cultural Turn and the Origins of Cultural 
Sociology," Thesis Eleven 165(1):10-19. 2021. 
 
Interview: “Ritual and Myth in the International Corona-Drama: A Conversation with Jeffrey 
Alexander,” Javier Perez Jara, in Juan del Llano and Lino Camprubí (eds.). La sociedad entre 
pandemias, pp. 249-264. Madrid: Fundación Gaspar Casal. 2021. 
 

https://news.yale.edu/2021/09/09/trauma-solidarity-and-division
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6wiRCv9NzpmDwgKKcNZL3W?go=1&sp_cid=6a0bd0b3a7a93564b22b76d8f9c260b6&utm_source=embed_player_p&utm_medium=desktop&nd=1
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6wiRCv9NzpmDwgKKcNZL3W?go=1&sp_cid=6a0bd0b3a7a93564b22b76d8f9c260b6&utm_source=embed_player_p&utm_medium=desktop&nd=1
https://socialmediaandpolitics.org/cultural-sociology-political-performance-social-media-politics-jeffrey-alexander/
https://socialmediaandpolitics.org/cultural-sociology-political-performance-social-media-politics-jeffrey-alexander/
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Interview: “Sfera civile e radicalismo: il pendolotra “frontlash” e “backlash”,” by Maria Elena 
Camarda, in La Revista/Revolta, AREL agenzia di ricerche e legislazione fondata da Nino 
Andreatta. February 2021. 
 
"Introduction: The Populist Continuum from within the Civil Sphere to Outside It," pp 1-17 in 
Populism in the Civil Sphere, (with Peter Kivisto and Giuseppe Sciortino), Polity Press, 2021. 
 
"In Defense of Sociological Theory: From the Crisis of Capitalism to the Crisis of Democracy," 
pp. 63-67, in Alain Caillé and Frédéric Vandenberghe, eds., For a New Classic Sociology. A 
Proposition, Followed by a Debate, London: Routledge. 2020. 
 
"Performativity of Objects" Sociologisk Forskning, 57(3–4), pp. 381–409. 2020. 
 
"The Double Whammy Trauma: Narrative and Counter-Narrative during Covid-Floyd," Thesis 
Eleven, online project: Living and Thinking Crisis. July 9, 2020. 
https://thesiseleven.com/2020/07/09/the-double-whammy-trauma-narrative-and-counter-
narrative-during-covid-floyd/ 
 
 Thesis Eleven 177 (1) 2023: 64-70. 
 

Brazilian translation: “O trauma da praga dobrada: Narrativa e contranarrativa sobre 
Covid-19 e Floyd,” translated by Alexandre Werneck in DILEMAS: Revista de Estudos 
de Conflito e Controle Social – Rio de Janeiro – Reflexões na Pandemia 2020, 1-8.  
https://www.reflexpandemia.org/texto-53  
French translation: “Le trauma du double coup dur – récit et contre-récit à l’heure de la 
Covid et de George Floyd,” translated by Hélène Borraz in AOC: Abbonement Annuel + 
Fictions, July 17, 2020. https://aoc.media/analyse/2020/07/16/le-trauma-du-double-coup-
dur-recit-et-contre-recit-a-lheure-de-la-covid-et-de-george-floyd/  

 
Interview: "Hope and a horizon of solidarity – An interview with Jeffrey C. Alexander," Anna 
Lund and Andrea Voyer, Sociologisk Forskning, 57(2), pp. 189-205. 2020. 
 
"Conclusion: The Public Performance of Civil righteousness," in The Courage for Civil Repair: 
Narrating the Righteous in International Migration, (with Carlo Tognato and Bernadette Nadya 
Jaworsky), Palgrave Macmillan, 2020. 
 
Interview: "Kerala Is a Wonderful Example of Democratic Socialism and Planning,” in Kerala 
Calling, Chandralekha C. S. & Dr. Chitra S. Nair. March 15, 2020. 
 
"Against the Idea of 'Western Modernity': Axial Foundations and Contemporary Civil Spheres in 
East Asia." Culture: Newsletter of the Culture Section of the American Sociological Association. 
Volume 32(1): 10-13, 2020. 
 
"Cultural sociology in a secular age," American Journal of Cultural Sociology. 2020. Online first 
at: https://doi.org/10.1057/s41290-020-00098-8  
 

https://thesiseleven.com/2020/07/09/the-double-whammy-trauma-narrative-and-counter-narrative-during-covid-floyd/
https://thesiseleven.com/2020/07/09/the-double-whammy-trauma-narrative-and-counter-narrative-during-covid-floyd/
https://www.reflexpandemia.org/texto-53
https://aoc.media/analyse/2020/07/16/le-trauma-du-double-coup-dur-recit-et-contre-recit-a-lheure-de-la-covid-et-de-george-floyd/
https://aoc.media/analyse/2020/07/16/le-trauma-du-double-coup-dur-recit-et-contre-recit-a-lheure-de-la-covid-et-de-george-floyd/
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41290-020-00098-8
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Interview: "Yale's Jeffrey Alexander on how Today's Crises Might Shape Tomorrow," Mike 
Cummings, Yale News. June 10, 2020. https://news.yale.edu/2020/06/10/yales-jeffrey-alexander-
how-todays-crises-might-shape-tomorrow  
 
“Introduction: On Radicalism and the Civil Order” (with Trevor Stack), Breaching the Civil 
Order: Radicalism and the Civil Sphere (with Farhad Khosrokhavar and Trevor Stack), 
Cambridge University Press, 2019. 
 
“Introduction: The Civil Sphere in the Cultural and Political Transformations of Modern East 
Asia” (with David Palmer), The Civil Sphere in East Asia (with David Palmer, Agnes Ku and 
Sunwoong Park), Cambridge University Press, 2019. 
 
Interview: "From Journalism to Cultural Sociology (and back via Parsons). An Interview with 
Jeffrey Alexander," Frédéric Vandenberghe, Sociologia & Antropologia 9(1): 15–40. Rio de 
Janeiro, Jan./Apr. 2019. 
 
“Frontlash/Backlash: The Crisis of Solidarity and the Threat to Civil Institutions,” Contemporary 
Sociology: A Journal of Reviews, Vol. 48 (1). January 2019.  
 
“The Societalization of Social Problems: Church Pedophilia, Phone Hacking, and the 
Financial Crisis,” American Sociological Review, Vol. 83 (6): 1049-1078. December 2018. 
 
“Anti-Utilitarian Theorizing from Parsons to Durkheim and Cultural Sociology Today,” in 
Caillé, Alain, Chanial, Philippe, Dufoix, Stéphane & Vandenberghe, Frédéric (dir.), Des sciences 
sociales à la science sociale. Fondements anti-utilitaristes, La bibliothèque du Mauss, Lormont, 
Le Bord de l’eau. 2018. 
 
 Reprinted: MAUSS International, #1:155-159. September 2021. 
 
“Introduction: For Democracy in Latin America,” (with Carlo Tognato), The Civil Sphere in 
Latin America, Cambridge University Press, 2018. 
 

Ukrainian and Russian translations: Sociology: Theory, Methods, Marketing. Vol. 1. 
2020. http://en.stmm.in.ua/archive/2020-1/3.php  

 
Interview: "In jeder Demokratie sind 20 bis 25 Prozent faschistisch" (in German). Thorsten 
Schröder, Zeit Online. http://www.zeit.de/politik/ausland/2017-09/donald-trump-rassismus-usa-
interview  
 
“Raging Against the Enlightenment: The Ideology of Steven Bannon,” ASA Sociology of Culture 
Newsletter, Vol. 29(1 & 2), Spring/Summer 2017. 
 
 Chinese translation: Online: The Paper. May 2017. 
 http://www.thepaper.cn/newsDetail_forward_1694178 
 Revised and reprinted: Politics of Meaning/Meaning of Politics: Cultural Sociology of 
the  2016 U.S. Presidential Election, (with Jason Mast), Palgrave, 2018. 

https://news.yale.edu/2020/06/10/yales-jeffrey-alexander-how-todays-crises-might-shape-tomorrow
https://news.yale.edu/2020/06/10/yales-jeffrey-alexander-how-todays-crises-might-shape-tomorrow
http://en.stmm.in.ua/archive/2020-1/3.php
http://www.zeit.de/politik/ausland/2017-09/donald-trump-rassismus-usa-interview
http://www.zeit.de/politik/ausland/2017-09/donald-trump-rassismus-usa-interview
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.thepaper.cn_newsDetail-5Fforward-5F1694178&d=DwMGaQ&c=-dg2m7zWuuDZ0MUcV7Sdqw&r=OtLrzEJ7pVGxh8EwYpjrcZl7RLNlJ_72VK-1mdyYjTw&m=oPNhzSjX6GzTNWAOwyco11tSkDdcg_N_P7kaMvCtK4M&s=wdi6nDflHv6pHE68JgXvx0UMbIlDKOK7lITE4dgsY5Y&e=
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“Introduction. A New Theory of Modernity from Ritual to Performance,” in The Drama of 
Social Life, Polity Press, 2017. 
 
“Seizing the Stage: Mao, MLK, and Black Lives Matter,” The Drama Review, 61/1, Spring 2017. 
 
 Portuguese translation: “A tomada do palco: performances sociais de Mao Tsé-Tung a 
 Martin Luther King, e a Black Lives Matter hoje,” Sociologias, Vol. 19(44) 2017. 
 Chinese translation: The Paper, 2017. 
 http://www.thepaper.cn/newsDetail_forward_1694178 
 
"The Facticity of Symbols: A Reply to Morton Keller," with Nadya Jaworsky. International 
Journal of Politics, and Culture, and Society, 2017. 
 
Interview: “Was the election a ‘shattering’ experience for you? There is hope, says a Yale 
sociologist,” Yale News, January 27, 2017 
“Performance and Politics: President Obama’s Dramatic Re-Election in 2012,” The Drama 
Review, 6/4, 2016. 
 
"Dramatic Intellectuals: Elements of Performance" International Journal of Politics, Culture and 
Society, 29:341–358, 2016. 
 

Portuguese translation: “Intelectuais dramáticos: Elementos de performance,” translated 
by Felipe Maia G. da Silva in Teoria e cultura, 13(1). 2018 
 
Reprinted in J. Perez-Jara and N. Rudas, eds., Dramatic Intellectuals. Palgrave 
Macmillan, pp. 37-63. 

 
“Progress and disillusion: Civil repair and its discontents,” Thesis Eleven, Vol. 137(1) 72–82, 
2016.  
 
“Culture trauma, morality and solidarity: The social construction of ‘Holocaust’ and other mass 
murders.” Thesis Eleven, February 2016; vol. 132, 1: pp. 3-16. 
 

Chinese translation: Theoretical Studies in Literature and Art, Beijing, China. 
Forthcoming 2016. 
Spanish translation: Revista Mexicana de Ciencias Políticas y Sociales Vol. 61, No. 228 
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107-153.  
  

'This Worldly Mysticism: Inner Peace and World Transformation in the Work and Life of 
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"Durkheim's Problem and Differentiation Theory Today," Alexander, Action and Its 
Environments. University of California Press, 1988. 
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1120-1123. 
 
Selected News, Film, and Social Commentary: 
 
Pretty Baby: Brooke Shields. Hulu, 2023. Consultant/interviewee. 
 
"A Fallen Hero, or the Once and Future King?" HuffPost. 11/01/2012 07:55 pm ET Updated Jan 
01, 2013. https://www.huffpost.com/entry/a-fallen-hero-or-the-once_b_2061178 
 
"Courtroom Drama of Truth and Lies." HuffPost. 10/17/2012 08:01 am ET Updated Dec 17, 
2012. https://www.huffpost.com/entry/obama-benghazi-act-of-terror_b_1972616 
 
"Laughing Man and Choir Boy." HuffPost. 10/12/2012 08:23 am ET Updated Dec 12, 2012. 
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/biden-laughing-debate-ryan_b_1960862 
 
"Obama’s Downcast Eyes." HuffPost. 10/04/2012 08:27 am ET Updated Dec 04, 2012. 
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/obama-debate-performance_b_1938755 
 
"The Performance of Politics Election 2012." HuffPost. 09/19/2012 05:27 pm ET Updated Nov 
19, 2012. https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-performance-of-politi_b_1898314 
 
“A Test of Moral Conscience/Does the suffering around the globe matter to the top dogs?” with 
Ron Eyerman.  Newsday, Long Island, NY. November 30, 2003, p. A32. 
 

French translation for:  A Challenge & Change in Society, Independent Learning Center, 
TVOntario, Canada, 2005 – 2010.   

  
"The Irrational Disciplinarity of Undergraduate Education," The Chronicle of Higher Education. 
B3, December 1, 1993. 
“Why Yeltsin Can’t Get No Respect in America," with S. Sherwood, Los Angeles Times. 
February 1992: p.3. 
 
"American Dream at a Turning Point," with S. Sherwood, Los Angeles Times. Opinion section. 
Sunday, September 15, 1991: p. 1. 
 
Nommo Affair. Double Standard Can’t Stand," with Chaim Seidler-Feller. Ha’am: UCLA Jewish 
Magazine. April 1991: p. 17. (partial). 
 

Reprinted (partial): "As Barriers Erode, Jews Face Unique Problems," with C. 
Seidler-Feller. The UCLA Daily Bruin. May 30, 1991. 
Reprinted (partial): "The Effect of Anti-Semitism on UCLA," with C. Seidler-Feller. Los 
Angeles Jewish Journal. June 14-20, 1991. 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/a-fallen-hero-or-the-once_b_2061178
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/obama-benghazi-act-of-terror_b_1972616
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/biden-laughing-debate-ryan_b_1960862
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/obama-debate-performance_b_1938755
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-performance-of-politi_b_1898314


Curriculum Vitae                                                                    Jeffrey C. Alexander 
 

  
Updated 10/25 35 

Reprinted (full): "False Distinctions and Double Standards: The Anatomy of Anti-
Semitism at UCLA," with C. Seidler-Feller, Tikkun.  V. 7, n. 1. Jan. - Feb., 1992: 12-14. 

 
"Back to Lippman," The New Republic. February 1, 1988. 
 

Hungarian translation: Valosag. 1989:104-108. 
 
Constructing Scandal," The New Republic. June 8, 1987. 
 
"Personal Politics," The New Republic. April 6, 1987. 
 
"Sociology for Liberals: The Legacy of Talcott Parsons," The New Republic. June 2, 1979. 
 
SERIES Editor: 
 

Cultural Sociology Series (with D. Inglis, P. Smith and R. Eyerman). Palgrave-Macmillan, 
2010 –  
 
Yale Series of Cultural Sociology (with R. Eyerman). Paradigm Press, 2004-2011 
 
Cambridge Series on Cultural Social Studies (with S. Seidman). Cambridge University 
Press, 1991-2016. (39 volumes) 
 
Contemporary Societies. W.W. Norton, 2003-14. 
 
Key Problems in Sociological Theory (with J. Turner). Sage, 1985-1992. 

 
EDITORIAL POSITIONS: 
 

American Journal of Cultural Sociology (with Ron Jacobs and Philip Smith), 2013-  
 
Communication and the Public (College of Media and International Culture of Zhejiang 
University, China) 2016 – 
 
Associate Editor, Irish Journal of Sociology, 2014 - 2017 
 
Chinese Journal of Sociology (Shanghai University, China), 2014 - 

 
Co-Editor (with P. Smith and R. Jacobs) The American Journal of Cultural Sociology, 
2012-  
 
Co-Editor (with J. Adams, R. Eyerman, P. Gorski), Sociological Theory, 2004-09 
 
Co-Editor (with P. Smith), Theory, 2002-06 
 
Associate Editor, Sociological Theory, 1994-2004. 
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Associate Editor, Contemporary Sociology, 1983-1986. 
Associate Editor, American Journal of Sociology, 1979-1981. 
 
Fudan Journal of the Humanities and Social Sciences, 2013 - 
SOCIO, 2012- 
 
European Journal of Social Theory, 1998- 
Ukrainian Sociology: Theory, Methods, and Marketing 1998- 
 
Sociologia E Politiche Sociali, 1997- 
 
Thesis Eleven, 1997- 
 
Citizenship Studies, 1996- 
 
Chinese Social Science Quarterly, 1993- 
 
Sociological Perspectives, 1992- 
 
Ecumene, 1992- 
 
Teoria Sociologia, 1992- 
 
Revue suisse de sociologie, 1992- 
 
Rose Monograph Series, 1983. 
 
Theory and Society, 1978-1985. 

 
ELECTED POSITIONS: 
 

Academic Committee Member, Fudan Institute for Advanced Study in Social Sciences 
 
Chair, Culture Section, American Sociological Association, 2005-06. 
 
Executive Council, Research Committee on Sociological Theory; International 
Sociological Association, 1987- 
 
Co-Chair, Research Committee on Sociological Theory, International Sociological 
Association, 1990-1994. 
 
Council Member, Culture Section, American Sociological Association, 1990-92. 
 
Executive Council, Research Committee on the History of Sociology, International 
Sociological Association, 1983-1986. 
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Chair, Theory Section, American Sociological Association, 1983-1984. 
 
Council Member, Theory Section, American Sociological Association, 1979-1982. 

 
HONORARY DOCTORATE DEGREES: 
 
 University of Veracruz (Mexico), 2025 
 
 Masaryk University (Czechia), 2023 
 

University College Dublin (Ireland), 2013 
 
Linnaeus University (Sweden)  
 
La Trobe University (Australia) 2007 

 
 
AWARDS: 
 

Lifetime Achievement Award, ASA Section in History of Sociology and Social Thought, 
2025. 
 
Lifetime Achievement Award, ASA Section on Altruism, Morality, and Social Solidarity, 
2020. 

 
Distinguished Career Award of the Altruism, Morality and Social Solidarity Section of 
the American Sociological Association, 2020. 

 
Distinguished Contribution to Sociological Theory Award, International Sociological 
Association’s RC16 Sociological Theory Section, 2018.  

 
 Phi Beta Kappa Society Visiting Scholar, 2014-15. 
 

The Pitt Professor of American History and Institutions, Cambridge University, 2012-13 
 

  The Foundation Mattei Dogan Prize in Sociology, International Sociological Association,    
2009 
 

  Kluge Fellow, Library of Congress, 2009    
 

Fellow, Whitney Humanities Center, Yale University, 2001-2004 
 
UCLA Gold Shield Faculty Prize for Academic Excellence (1990) 
 

  Guggenheim Fellowship (1979-1980). 
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UCLA Division of Honors Teaching Prize (1989). 
 
Ford Foundation Travel and Study Fellowship (1980). 
 
Sociological Research Association 
 
Phi Beta Kappa. 

 
HONORARY LECTURES: 

 
10th Käte Hamburger Lecture. Centre for Global Cooperation Research, University of 
Duisburg-Essen, Germany. December 2014. 
 
Hans-Kilian Lecture. Ruhr-Universität, Bochum, Germany. December 2014. 
 
Special Lecture in honor of Prof. Piotr Sztompka. Jagiellonian University, Poland. March 
2014. 
 
Simon Wiesenthal Lecture. Wiener Wiesenthal Institute, Vienna, Austria. March 2014. 
 
Keynote address, Annual meeting of the Israeli Sociological Society, February 2012. 
 
Yale University Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, In the Company of Scholars 
Lecture series, November 2009.  
 
Ninian Smart Memorial Lecture, University of California, Santa Barbara, January 2007.   
           
Annual meeting, Finnish. Sociological Association, March 2000.  
  
100th Anniversary of Peking University, Beijing China, June 10-20, 1998. 
 
National Congress of the German Sociological Sociology, October 1996. 
 
National Lecturer, University of Bologna, 1990, 1996. 
 
University of Hong Kong, Sociology Department, 1994. 
 
Inaugural Lecture, Georg Simmel Guest Professorship Humboldt Universitat, October 
1993. 
 
Kasper Naegale Memorial Lecture, University of British Columbia, 1987. 
 
Regents Lecturer, State University of New York Albany, New York, 1986. 
 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE: 
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Member, International Academic Advisory Board of The Senator George J. Mitchell 
Institute for Global Peace, Security and Justice, Queen’s University Belfast, Ireland.  
2015 - 2025 
 
Member, Board of Friends of the Group for Social Engagement Studies, at the Institute 
for Philosophy and Social Theory, University of Belgrade, Serbia. 

 
Program Committees: World Congress of Sociology, 1998-2002; American Sociological 
Association 1989, 1990, 1992; Pacific Sociological Association, 1981. 
 
Co-Founder (Piotr Sztompka), Research Committee on Sociological Theory (1987-1994), 
International Sociological Association.  

 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE: 
 
Yale University: 
 
 Member, Executive Committee of the Yale Graduate School, 2018-19 
 

Governing board member, The Yale Program for the Study of Anti-Semitism, 2013 - 
2023 

 
Chair, Department of Sociology, 2002-05 
 
Social Science Advisory and Tenure Committee, 2006-08. 
 
Social Science Degree Committee, 2003-04 
  
Graduate School Executive Committee, 2004-05 
 
Ethics, Politics, and Economics Program, Advisory Committee, 2003- 
 
Executive Committee for Special Programs in the Humanities, 2004-05 
  
Director, Graduate Studies, Department of Sociology, 2001-02 

 
 UCLA 
 

Director and Founder, Undergraduate Social Science Collegium, 1992-1997. 
Member, Concilium on Undergraduate Education, 1992-1996. 
 
Chair, Department of Sociology, UCLA, 1989-1992. 
 
Search Committee, Social Science Dean, 1983 and 1992. 
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Vice-Chair and Director of Graduate Studies, Department of Sociology, UCLA, 
1987-1989. 
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